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SUBJECT: REACTION TO UNITED BRAND'S BRIBE SCANDAL IN HONDURAS 

1. UNITED BRANDS BRIBE SCANDAL CONTINUES TO RECEIVE CONSIDERABLE 
PUBLICITY IN NICARAGUAN MEDIA WITH DAILY SPATE OF WIRE SERVICE 
STORIES. HOWEVER, GON OFFICIALS, ACUTELY AWARE OF PRESIDENT 
SOMOZA'S RELUCTANCE TO EMBARRASS FELLOW CA CHIEF OF STATE 

AND THE PRESIDENT'S PERSONAL "COMPADRE" RELATIONSHIP WITH 
LOPEZ ARELLANO, HAVE CAREFULLY AVOIDED COMMENT ON THE SITUATION. 
ATTEMPTS TO DRAW OUT MINISTER OF ECONOMY ON SUBJECT DURING 
PRESS INTERVIEW YIELDED LITTLE MORE THAN RESTATEMENT OF 
NICARAGUAN POSITION ON UNION OF BANANA EXPORTING COUNTRIES (UPEB). 

2. AS FOR TWO MAJOR DAILIES, SOMOZA-OWNED NOVEDADES 
COVERAGE CONTINUES VERY LOW KEY EXCLUSIVELY USING WIRE SERVICE 
STORIES WHILE LA PRENSA, WHICH HAS GENERALLY PRINTED ONLY 
INNOCUOUS, APOLITICAL COMMENTARY ON EDITORIAL PAGE 
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EDITORIAL ON HONDURAS SCANDAL WRITTEN BY SOCIAL CHRISTIAN LEADER 
ROGER MIRANDA. THIS TRUNCATED PIECE CONFUSED STANDARD 
FRUIT, WHICH HAS A BANANA OPERATION IN NICARAGUA, WITH 
UNITED BRANDS, WHICH DOES NOT, AND SUGGESTED THAT WHOLE AFFAIR 
WAS MULTINATIONAL CORPORATION PLOT TO SUBVERT HONDURAS' AGRARIAN 
REFORM PROGRAM. AT LEAST TWO OTHER WIRE SERVICE STORIES HAVE 
OVER PAST FEW DAYS BEEN PROMINENTLY PLACED IN LOCAL PRESS 
CRITICIZING ROLE OF MULTINATIONAL CORPORATIONS, AN ISSUE WHICH 
HAS NOT UP TO NOW EXCITED MUCH CONCERN AMONG NICARAGUANS 
AND IS SELDOM RAISED. 

3. NEW BUSINESS ORIENTED WEEKLY LA NACION'S LATEST ISSUE 
CARRIED ORIGINAL WALL STREET JOURNAL STORY ALONG WITH 
PHOTOGRAPHS OF GENERAL SOMOZA WITH DECEASED UNITED BRANDS 
PRESIDENT ELI BLACK WHICH WERE TAKEN DURING BLACK'S VISIT TO 
NICARAGUAN IN 1973 TO MAKE A DONATION FOR EARTHQUAKE ASSISTANCE. 
SHELTON 
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